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Our Mission 

To strengthen ecological stewardship in BC by 

providing educational, technical and capacity 

programs and resources to organizations, 

governments, the private sector and the general 

public through collaborative partnerships . 

 

“In the present circumstances, no one can 

afford to assume that someone else will solve 

their problems. Every individual has a 

responsibility to help guide our global family in 

the right direction. Good wishes are not sufficient; 

we must become actively engaged.” 

~His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, from “The Path 

to Tranquility: Daily Wisdom” 
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Message from The Centre 

Sean Sharpe, RPBio, 

Co-Chair 

DG Blair, B.Sc. M.Sc., 

Executive Director 

Peter Abrams, B.A, M.ER, 

Co-Chair 

The Stewardship Centre for BC delivers effective tools, resources and educational 

programs to support volunteer community stewards, landowners, and land-use 

decision makers to strengthen ecological stewardship in British Columbia. In 2014

-2015, it has been a year of focused collaborative work with our partners leading 

to stronger outcomes in all of our program areas. We have made new connec-

tions, renewed partnerships, and achieved growth in the programs and resources 

we offer. This growth is demonstrated by a 118% increase in users on our website 

and the almost 1,300 people attending our educational workshops and communi-

ty events. In the past year, SCBC had four Green Shores projects and three pro-

jects on wildlife and species at risk underway. The impacts of this work means 

that more shoreline landowners and residents understand and can take action to 

protect fragile shoreline environments through our Green Shores program. In our 

wildlife and species at risk program area, one landowner says it best about the 

benefits of practicing stewardship on his land:  we recommend this riparian areas 

work to all landowners because we like water, animals and wildlife…this work 

created more control over our land and resources. It was a win-win situation.  

The Stewardship Centre is grateful to our partners for the active participation of 

over 50 people on our Board and Advisory committees. It is through our Board 

and Committee structure that we offer volunteer opportunities for professionals 

(including students and young professionals), stewards, non-profit organizations, 

academic institutions, and governments to collaborate to make the efficient and 

timely use of limited fiscal and human resources. Ultimately, this leads to strong 

stewardship of our land and water resources in BC.  

On behalf of the Stewardship Centre, thank you to all our partners for supporting 

our efforts over the past year and we look forward with great enthusiasm to the 

coming year ahead for stewardship in BC. 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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Reports & Brochures  

developed/ delivered  

4190 SCBC’s 

website  users 

38  
professional, government and 

Stewardship partner   
organizations represented on 

our Board and Advisory       

Committees  

Over 1300  

workshops & events participants 

50members  

 On SCBC Board 

& Advisory Committees 

118%  
Increase of website users 

82%  
Increase of website  

sessions 

12  
Workshops &  

Presentations  

on Green Shores and  

Species at Risk  

SCBC Achievements 2014-2015 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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Snapshot 2014-2015: 

Green ShoresTM 

Green Shores for Homes (GSH) to-

gether with our US and BC partners, 

SCBC worked to bring Green Shores for 

Homes to BC. We launched our BC 

pilot, working with 4 pilot communities 

to determine barriers and strategies to 

encourage homeowners to implement 

Green Shores for Homes. While GSH 

work continues in Washington State, a new BC Local Government 

Working Group has been established, new resources developed, 

and a 3-years work plan created. This year, almost 160 homeown-

ers and professional joined us in our GSH workshops.  

http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/about-green-shores/ 

Green Shores for Youth (GSY) is launched! 

Green Shores has a new 

youthful audience. GSY aims 

to educate and mentor 

youth and young 

professionals leading to a 

concentration of expertise 

and efficient application of Green Shores design standards, and 

green jobs as well. Funding in 2014 enabled GSY workshop 

design, community events, launch of a GSY website, and 

promotional activities. 

http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/green-shores-for-

youth/  

Shoreline Regulations and Permitting  

Processes in BC: this report was prepared by SCBC 

to provide background information for local govern-

ments and others interested in Green Shores. It will 

also be useful to provide the regulatory context for 

Green Shores and assist in implementation of Green 

Shores practices in communities across BC.  

 

 

 

http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/

resources/ 

What people are saying about Green Shores 

“ The Stewardship Centre’s Green Shores program is 

an important tool to inform sustainable design and 

development in coastal areas to help meet complex 

land-use challenges and achieve multiple goals such 

as climate resilience, species at risk protection and 

habitat restoration.” 

The Fraser Basin Council 

Green ShoresTM is a program of the SCBC that promotes sustainable use of shoreline ecosystems through education, planning, and 

design that recognizes the ecological features and functions of shoreline systems. The Green Shores program includes Green Shores 

for Coastal Development and Green Shores for Homes. SCBC had four Green Shores projects underway in 2014-2015: 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/about-green-shores/
http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/green-shores-for-youth/
http://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/Green_shores/green-shores-for-youth/
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Snapshot 2014-2015: 

Green ShoresTM 

SCBC hosted a focused session on March 10, 

2015 to collaboratively shape the scope and 

sequence of Green Shores for Homes imple-

mentation in BC. Green Shores for Homes pilot 

project summary report was finalized in June 

2015. This report provides an overview of the 

findings from GSH workshops, an analysis of 

primary actors, challenges and opportunities 

related to shoreline alterations, strategies 

and opportunities for local governments, and 

key recommendations for successfully imple-

menting the GSH program across BC. 

www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca  

 

Greening Shorelines, Enhancing Resilience: an evaluation of 

the effectiveness of  Green Shores project is completed.  

This report describes the results of an initial study to advance  

policies and practices 

in British Columbia, 

and elsewhere, with 

regard to the  use of 

“soft” shore armoring 

alternatives within the 

context of climate 

change, sea level rise 

(SLR) practices and 

guidelines, and flood 

protection. 

 

 

 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/PDF_docs/reports/

Greening_Shorelines_to_Enhance_Resilience.pdf 

Green Shores Wins at SFU RISE 

competition! Green Shores was the 

winner of “Best Environmental Idea” 

to address sea level rise in 2014! The 

winning Green Shores team consisted of the Stewardship Cen-

tre for BC, West Coast Environmental Law and the BC Ministry 

of Community, Sport, and Cultural Development. Go Green 

Shores! 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/green-shores-wins/ 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/green-shores-wins/
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Educating about Greener Shorelines 

Water’s Edge Day 2014 

SCBC participated at the Georgia Strait Alliance’s Wa-

terfront Initiative’s first annual Water’s Edge Day held 

at the Vancouver Maritime Museum. We had kids 

modelling sea level rise and how Green Shores could 

provide a solution for Metro Vancouver. This was an 

event with instructive hands-on models that both 

kids and parents could enjoy. As well, SCBC provided 

a self-guided walking 

tour of the Green 

Shore Jericho Beach 

restoration project 

which was also very 

popular. More than 

900 participants were 

present at this event. 

 

 

A large part of our Green Shores program is to provide educational workshops 

about greener options for communities and engaging with stakeholders.  

Green Shores for Homes Workshops 

Thetis Island . June 12 ,2014 

Powell River: November 18/19, 2014 

Cowichan Lake: November 19/20, 2014 

West Vancouver:  November 28, 2014  

        February 11, 2015  

The workshops were well attended by both shoreline 

homeowners and professionals with 15-30 participants 

per workshop.  

Jim Johannessen, Principal Coastal Geologist/President at 

Coastal Geologic, presenting at Thetis Island GSH Workshop  

A young participant making a Green Shore 

model at Water’s Edge Day 2014 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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SCBC Snapshot of 2014-2015 

Wildlife and Species at Risk  

Species at Risk Primer Stewardship 

Practices Implementation and Assess-

ment Demonstration Project’s aim was 

to gather documentation to create a 

“gallery” of voluntary stewardship       

practices on agricultural lands and demon-

stration sites in the Fraser Valley and 

South      Okanagan to be showcased in 

the Species at Risk Primer website. Seven 

agricultural producers were interviewed 

and an initial gallery showcasing four 

stewardship “Champions” was produced.  

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/

stewardship-practices-for-species-at-risk-

gallery/  

SCBC worked with our partners to demonstrate science-based and community-supported Stewardship Practices guidelines that 

educate the general public, private landowners, industry, local governments and stewardship organizations to voluntarily address 

threats to wildlife and species at risk.  In 2014-2015, SCBC had 3 projects in our Species at Risk Primer program. 

Encouraging Voluntary Stewardship Practices to Reduce Cat 

Predation project 

Did you know that outdoor cats kill more than 

100 million birds per year in Canada - especially 

ground feeding and nesting birds? This project 

leveraged the Stewardship Centre for BC’s 

“Voluntary Stewardship Practices to Reduce Cat 

Predation Guide” to further protect birds from 

cat predation.  A briefing note and policy paper 

(draft) for local governments was completed as 

well as a “Happy Indoor Cat” educational     

brochure for pet owners was designed and        

distributed.  

Voluntary stewardship practices on private agricultural lands –    planning, 

inventory, and outreach project  

Working together with 

the City of Maple 

Ridge, British Columbia 

Institute of Technology 

and the SCBC, this  

project completed a 

biophysical inventory 

for planning of a   

stewardship program of a 

high visibility location 

next to a high value wildlife area in an agricultural area- a “win/win” collabora-

tion between project partners.  

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/portfolio/sar-stewardship-practices-guides/ 

BCIT students completing bio-inventory at Rieboldt  

Park, Maple Ridge  

Christy Juteau, from A Rocha Canada , is 

one of SCBC showcased stewardship 

“Champions” 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/stewardship-practices-for-species-at-risk-gallery/
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/stewardship-practices-for-species-at-risk-gallery/
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/stewardship-practices-for-species-at-risk-gallery/
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/portfolio/sar-stewardship-practices-guides/
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What people are saying about the value of our Stewardship Practices guides.... 

“At a recent presentation to the Environmental Farm Plan Advisory Committee ,one of the committee members praised the 

stewardship practices document as being a useful and well written resource for agricultural producers with species at risk on 

their land.”  - SCBC Conservation and Stewardship Practices Committee member relaying comments received on the SP guides 

Educating about Species at Risk 

 

Stewardship Practices for Agricultural Lands  

- Maple Ridge 

This project’s ultimate goal is to demonstrate  steward-

ship practices on or near agricultural lands and to build 

collaborative relationships between landowners, local 

government, NGO’s and post-secondary institutions. 

Plans for education material and signage for Rieboldt 

Park, a high visibility, active park with heritage status, 

have been completed.   

Stewardship Practices to Reduce Cat Predation Project 

 

SCBC presented at the Vancouver Bird Advisory  

Committee meeting on March 2nd 

SCBC presented at South Coast Conservation Program 

workshop March 30th 

Project Outcomes completed 

 Local Government Briefing 

Note 

 Recommended Policies and 

Bylaws for Local Govern-

ment  

 The Happy Cat pamphlet 

promoting responsible pet 

ownership 

 Outreach to SPCA, cat groups, local government 

Species at Risk Primer has been updated! 

The Species at Risk Primer website has been updated to 

ensure most up to date information is available to our    

approximately 1000 website users/month.  This educative 

website provide information about 

 Species at risk and the threats they face. 

 Species at risk are in your area. 

 How local Governments can help conserve species at 

risk. 

www. speciesatriskbc.ca/ 

Second Year  Students from the Fish, Wildlife and Rec-

reation program at the British Columbia Institute of  

Technology at Rieboldt Park 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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Project Spotlight 

The Stewardship Practices Demonstration Project 

The Stewardship Practices (SPs) Demonstration project  

focuses on 

documenting the 

stewardship 

practices to address 

threats to wildlife 

and species at risk in 

riparian areas that 

are listed in the   

SCBC’s guides for 

Species at Risk 

Voluntary Stewardship Practices for: 

Riparian Areas in Settled Landscapes 

Guidance for Restoration Activities in Riparian Areas 

Drainage Maintenance in Agricultural Waterways. 

SCBC hosted UBC’s Biodiversity Research: Integrative Training and 

Education (BRITE) intern, Bernardo Ranierie, who interviewed 

stewards and documented seven sites across the Okanagan and the 

Lower Mainland . He detailed how the Stewardship Practices were 

implemented on their land, collected data on their impacts, and 

inquired about the challenges and benefits of these stewardship 

practices. From the seven sites, four properties were included in the 

initial demonstration project gallery. This project will continue to 

build additional case studies in 2015-2016 and the remaining 3 sites 

will be added soon to the gallery of stewardship practices for wildlife 

and species at risk. 

We have a new BRITE intern for 2015, Mollie 

Chapman. She is a Ph.D. student in the same 

department as Bernardo. 

www.StewardshipCentreBC.ca 

The impact of the project on the community… 

“The project provides an 

opportunity for landowners to 

share their perceptions and 

results from the 

implementation of stewardship 

practices. Knowledge sharing by the 

demonstration project may stimulate other 

landowners to develop similar sustainable 

practices that will result in more economically 

efficient and biodiversity-friendly farming. Local 

scale information is important for better planning 

and monitoring, providing key resources for 

improvement of future projects and policy.” 

-Bernardo Rainerie Ph.D. Candidate UBC  

DG Blair, SCBC, at Holger Schwichtenberg’s 

milk farm in Agassiz. He is one of SCBC 

showcased stewardship “Champions” 

DG Blair, SCBC, and Christy Juteau, A Rocha 

Canada 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://www.StewardshipCentreBC.ca
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Board of Director Profile 
Valentine Schaefer 

Joining the SCBC Board of   Direc-

tors in 2011, Val is an educator 

and urban ecologist. He has 

implemented numerous urban 

community projects on environ-

mental education and ecological 

restoration in Metro Vancouver and the Capital    Regional Dis-

trict. He has consulted on biodiversity conservation, invasive spe-

cies, natural areas management and urban design and is currently 

the University of Victoria, Restoration of Natural Systems Pro-

gram’s    Academic Administrator. Val is senior author of Urban 

Biodiversity: Exploring Natural Habitat  and its Value in Cities. He 

has edited four books on natural history in Metro Vancouver and 

written chapters in three books on biodiversity. Val has received 

the BC Minister of the Environment’s Award for Environmental 

Education, the BC Society of Landscape Architects’ Award for 

community service, the Vancouver Natural History Society’s Da-

vidson Award for conservation and Garibaldi Award for outstand-

ing service and the University of Victoria Faculty of Social Sciences 

Outstanding Community Service Award. His B.Sc. is from McGill 

University, M.Sc. from the University of Toronto and Ph.D. from 

Simon Fraser University. Val is Chair of  SCBC’s Conservation and 

Stewardship Practices Committee and is our Technical Lead in a 

proposed project for developing Green Shores curriculum to be 

co-delivered by the SCBC and the University of Victoria.   

Board of Directors 

Sean Sharpe 

Co-chair, One Sky  

Peter Abrams 

Co-chair, Peter Abrams Consulting  

Gretchen Harlow 

Secretary Treasurer 

Liana Ayach 

City of Surrey 

Ken Brock 

Environment Canada 

Joanne Day 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada  

Margo Hearne 

Delkatla Sanctuary Society 

Anne Marie Koch 

North Vancouver Island Salmonid Association 

Valentin Schaefer 

University of Victoria 

 

Centre Staff 

DG Blair 

Executive Director 

Lonnie Prouse 

Financial Manager 

Laurie Stott 

Website Coordinator, Evolve Multimedia 

Jenn Barrett 

Assistant Coordinator (2014) 

Maruska Giacchetto 

Assistant Coordinator (2015) 

SCBC 2014-2015 Team  

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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Our Donors & Supporters 
We would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their in-kind support of SCBC through participation on our 

Board of Directors, Committees and Project Advisory Committees and Projects:  

Thank you to the following organizations for their financial support to SCBC: 

Archipelago Marine Research Inc.   

A Rocha Canada   

Altwasser Charolais Farm 

Holger Farm  

Alert Bay Marine Research Society  

BC SPCA  

BC Lake Stewardship Society  

BC Ministry of Environment  

Bird Studies Canada 

Canadian Wildlife Service (Environment Canada 

City of Surrey  

Community Mapping Network  

Cowichan Valley Regional District   

Delkatla Marine Sanctuary Society  

District of West Vancouver  

Ecological Services Initiative  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada  

Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition   

Islands Trust  

Fraser Valley Conservancy  

Modus/ Lees & Associates  

North Vancouver Island Salmonid Association  

Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Alliance  

One Sky  

Pacific Streamkeepers Federation  

Pearson Ecological  

Peter Abrams Consulting  

Powell River Regional District  

Rueggeberg & Associates  

SNC-Lavalin Inc.  

Silver Hills 

South Coast Conservation Program  

Canadian Wildlife Service  

Thetis Island Local Trust Area 

Town of Qualicum Beach  

University of Victoria  

Washington Sea Grant  

West Coast Environmental Law  

West Vancouver Shoreline Preservation Society  

Yarrow Ecovillage 

Vale Farm 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://www.refbc.com/
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Financial Summary 

Expenses 

Conservation and Stewardship Project Contracted Services—56% 

Results: 

4 Species at Risk and Stewardship Practices case studies to help landowners achieve better land use management while pro-

tecting delicate ecosystems. 

1 Wildlife and Species at Risk planning project that resulted in better planning for riparian areas and will engage local citizens 

to understand the importance of these areas for both wildlife and agricultural producers 

4 Green Shores projects that increased British Columbians’ knowledge of alternative solutions for climate change adaptation 

and how to take  action to protect sensitive shoreline environments through our Green Shores program.  

 

Outreach and Public Education—24%  

Results: 

8 Green Shores workshops and events 

4 Species at Risk workshops and presentations 

Over 1300 participants attended our workshops and events 

 

Administration and Overhead:  

 Administration-6%  

 Deferred Revenue- 14% 

2014-2015 Expenses Total: $146,551.00 

Revenue  

Federal Government- 39%  

Environment Canada– Habitat Stewardship Program 

Provincial Government -13%  

British Columbia Community Gaming Grant  

Local Governments - 12% 

District of West Vancouver 

Powell River Regional District 

Islands Trust 

Cowichan Valley Regional District  

Foundation Grants-36% 

Sitka Foundation 

Real Estate Foundation BC 

2014-2015 Revenue Total: $152,265.00 

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
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Looking Forward  

2015-2016 outlook 
 

What’s next for the Stewardship Centre? In the coming months, here’s a sample of some of our project plans that are underway: 

 develop educational courses for Green Shores to be delivered regionally throughout the province in partnership with University 

of Victoria and British Columbia Institute of Technology 

 work closely with animal welfare groups and pet owners to reduce the impacts of roaming cats on vulnerable birds and small 

mammals 

 demonstrate the positive impact of stewardship practices by the agricultural sector for riparian area and ditch maintenance in 

areas of high populations of species at risk such as the Fraser Valley and the Okanagan through development of a Gallery of 

Stewardship Practices and monitoring protocols.  

The Stewardship Centre continues to look to our members to provide contributions of time and energy to ensure that we are 

providing the best science-based tools and educational programs for stewardship in BC. Participation on our Board or Advisory 

Committees really does make a difference! You can join us at http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/join-us/  

 

Follow us on Twitter  

www.StewardshipCentreBC.ca 

info@StewardshipCentreBC.ca 

1244 Burnage Road, North Vancouver,  

BC V7R 1G7 

Toll Free: 1-866-456-7222    

http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca
http://www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca/join-us/

